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Introduction

The Organic Christ Generation, founded by Swiss preacher Ivo Sasek (b. 1956), is a religious movement
that blends charismatic Christian beliefs with a strong sense of divine mission and end-times urgency.
Emerging from Sasek’s personal spiritual journey, the group has evolved into a tightly knit community that
sees itself as a living Organism guided by divine authority. Central to its worldview are apocalyptic and
millenarian themes: the belief that society is under threat from satanic forces and that biblical
prophecies—especially those concerning the “mark of the beast” (Revelation 13:16-18)—are unfolding in
real time. Yet, unlike other endtime movements, the Organic Christ Generation promotes a form of
“avertive apocalypticism” (for the term, see Wojcik 2011), teaching that the catastrophic end foretold in
scripture can be avoided through active resistance and spiritual awakening. This vision fuels the group’s
activism and media outreach, which aim to expose perceived global conspiracies and usher in a new,
divinely inspired world order. Over the years, the Organic Christ Generation founded several media
organisations including a television channel, a publishing house, a conference series, and a newspaper, all
aiming to stop the dooming prophecies from the book of Revelation from happening. In doing so, the
Organic Christ Generation increasingly became criticised not only for its religious teachings that are often
portrayed as cult-like but also as an originator and facilitator of misinformation.

Origins and Development

The history of the Organic Christ Generation is intrinsically linked to the person of Ivo Sasek. Born in Zurich
in 1956 and raised in an atheist family, Sasek initially had no interest in religion. His youth was spent
playing in a band, experimenting with drugs, and enjoying popularity with women—a lifestyle he later
characterised as dissolute. He went on to train as a car mechanic, and it was a co-worker who inspired him
to embrace Christianity. This led to his conversion in 1977 at the age of twenty-one, after which he
promptly left his job as a car salesman to attend the Newlife Bible School (Schmid 1998; Lamprecht 2003;
Sasek 2020 [2002]).

Through his involvement with Newlife, an evangelical church attracting young people at the time, Sasek
participated in mission trips, was baptised, and received his education at their Bible school. His tenure at
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this Bible school, however, ended abruptly in 1982 when he began to adopt a charismatic-Pentecostal
theology. He practised glossolalia (speaking in tongues), the laying on of hands, and faith healing—all
practices rejected by the explicitly anti-charismatic Newlife movement. Refusing to abandon those beliefs,
Sasek was expelled from the school. Subsequently, he joined a former Newlife leader to work at a Christian
drug rehabilitation centre (Schmid 1998; Lamprecht 2003; Sasek 2020 [2002]).

A few years later, upon the closure of the centre, Sasek and his wife, Anni, took responsibility for its clients
by establishing their own rehabilitation centre, Obadja. They bought a property in Walzenhausen in the
Canton of Appenzell Ausserrhoden in the eastern part of Switzerland. Besides caring for addicts and
increasingly for people with all kinds of problems, Sasek began writing books and recording his sermons on
audio cassettes, a practice that gradually gained a following and formed a dedicated community around
his teachings (Schmid 1998; Lamprecht 2003; Sasek 2020 [2002]).

A pivotal moment in the group’s development occurred in 1994 when, on Sasek’s own account, he
experienced a psychological crisis which precipitated a fundamental re-evaluation of the community’s
structure (Sasek 2020 [2002]). Although the theology of the Organism was already outlined prior, it was in
the time after the mental breakdown that Ivo Sasek made it a cornerstone of his theology. His theological
framework consistently invokes the image of Ephesians 1:22-23, which characterises Jesus as the head of
a body, or as Sasek calls it, an Organism, constituted by his followers (Sasek 2007 [1994]). He elaborates
this biblical concept by proposing that the Body of Christ must operate as a cohesive, living Organism
(Sasek 2022b). According to his understanding, this Organism must function as a unified entity under the
direction of divinely appointed leadership, specifically apostles, prophets, shepherds, and teachers, with
Sasek identifying himself as an apostle (Sasek 1999). Essential is the idea that each member contributes
to the collective body, a requirement demanding radical and total submission to Christ’s authority (Sasek
2013 [1996]). Sasek diagnostically framed the community’s difficulties and his breakdown as the direct
result of malign influence from certain individuals within the community that is referred to as the
Organism. As a direct response, he instituted the Bemessungsdienst (Measurement Service), a formalised
practice of assessment designed to scrutinise the suitability of prospective members before their
integration into the Organic Christ Generation. Acting upon this reorientation, he dedicated himself to a
ministry centred on judgement and correction. Retrospectively, Sasek maintains that, notwithstanding
initial setbacks such as a decline in membership, this strategic reorientation ultimately revitalised the
community and precipitated a flourishing of its ministry and a growth of the community he often refers to
as the Organism (Sasek 2020 [2002]).

In the years that followed, the community steadily grew and, in 1999, adopted the name Organic Christ
Generation. Still relatively small, the community was not well known within Switzerland, apart from by a
few organisations explicitly monitoring the Swiss religious landscape (Schmid 1998). This all changed
suddenly when a newspaper report in the national newspaper Tagesanzeiger propelled Sasek and the
Organic Christ Generation into the headlines with an article discussing Sasek’s teachings favouring the
corporal punishment of children (Stamm 2001). Other news organisations also covered the story (Von
Tobel 2001). Although Sasek tried to counter these accusations in the years that followed, he continued to
attract public attention (Sasek 2010). It was the beginning of an ongoing controversy that led to Sasek
being regarded as a notorious cult leader in Switzerland.

Despite this controversy, Sasek continued to publicly promote his theology of the Organism, attracting an
increasing number of followers and proving to be particularly inventive in the ways he did so. Not only did
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Sasek publish books and audio cassettes with his sermons, but he also began touring Switzerland,
Germany, and Austria with musicals, performing with his wife and their increasingly numerous children,
eleven in total. He went on to produce several films featuring storylines that presented his theology of the
Organism. In particular, the 2006 film Helden sterben anders, which was shown at the prestigious
Solothurn Film Festival, attracted some attention. In it, the mythical figure of Arnold von Winkelried, a
legendary Swiss folk hero associated with the Battle of Sempach (1386), is reinterpreted as an early
proponent of the Organic Christ Generation’s theology. On the one hand, reviews were devastating,
describing the production as amateurish, poor, and dull; on the other hand, journalists highlighted that the
director, Ivo Sasek, was the leader of a “cult-like” organisation accused of beating their children. Due to
this controversy, only a few cinemas screened the film (Ritti-Saner 2007; Walther 2007; Zinsli 2007).

For Sasek, this marked another step in an ongoing campaign against him, aimed at preventing him and the
Organism from succeeding. Attributed to Satan’'s machinations in the world, Sasek urged his followers to
intensify their efforts and oppose these perceived hostilities. This opposition primarily entails abstaining
from the secular world and Satan’s temptations. The Antichrist, or as Sasek translates it, the “instead-of-
Christ,” appears in this theology as a tempter luring people away from doing Christ’s work. This emphasis
on “instead” reinforces the necessity of dedicating one’s life entirely to the Organism (Sasek 2008 [2004]).
Secondly, Sasek began to organise a form of activism which sought to halt satanic plans within society. For
instance, the planned introduction in 2008 of passports featuring Radio Frequency Identification (RFID)
chips drew Sasek’s attention. Viewing the chipped passports as the mark of the beast from the book of
Revelation (more on this in section “Avertive Apocalypticism”), he gathered his supporters to oppose the
change and founded the Anti-Genocide Party (AGP), with Anni Sasek serving as Vice-President. Using
Switzerland’s unique political system of direct democracy, a referendum was launched, the necessary
signatures collected, and the Swiss electorate subsequently voted on the issue, narrowly accepting the
introduction of the new passports (Fagetti 2008; SwissVotes 2009).

This defeat did not halt the Organic Christ Generation’s activism. In the subsequent years, several other
projects emerged from the Organic Christ Generation. For instance, 2008 also marked the start of the Anti-
Zensur-Koalition (Anti-Censorship-Coalition). Under this name, the Organic Christ Generation began
organising congresses to which speakers they believe are censored by mainstream media are invited.
Notably controversial figures such as Daniele Ganser and David Icke sparked debate, but so did lawyer
Sylvia Stolz, who denied the Holocaust at one of these events (Anti-Zensur-Koalition 2014; Stutz 2018;
Anti-Zensur-Koalition 2024).

The focus of the activism has somewhat shifted from proselytization to politics and media, which are
identified by the Organic Christ Generation as the root causes of the world’s problems. Consequently, in
2012, the Organic Christ Generation launched their own newspaper, Stimme & Gegenstimme (Voice and
Counter-Voice), to counter the dominant voice of the mainstream media. In the same year, they also
founded their own online television channel, Kla.tv, presenting alternative news in a late-night news
format. This platform proved to be particularly successful over the years, and at the time of writing, it has
reached several hundred thousand viewers daily and is broadcasted in 88 languages, according to their
own figures (Sasek 2014). In 2019, the Organic Christ Generation launched an online encyclopedia,
Vetopedia, which seeks to provide an alternative to dominant online encyclopaedias. The content on these
platforms is diverse but consistently challenges dominant narratives in mainstream media. Stories are
often framed through conspiracy theories aiming to reveal links between various phenomena. A cabal of
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an elitist Freemason group, inspired by a satanic will for evil, is frequently held responsible for malicious
events (see, for example, Sasek 2024). Sasek also perceives himself as the victim of a systematic
conspiracy, detailed extensively in his book Dokument einer Verschwérung (Sasek 2019 [2018]). Not only
did the Organic Christ Generation’s focus shift from religious proselytization to an increased effort to
combat evil conspiracies, but their critics did as well, with Kla.tv recognised as one of the most significant
media platforms for spreading German-speaking conspiracy theory content (see, for example, P6himann
2021, 2023).

Recent history is marked by another public outcry regarding Sasek’s image as a perfect family man; a
Swiss television documentary challenged this in 2022, reporting that three of Sasek’s sons had left the
Organic Christ Generation. In interviews, two of the sons, Simon and Joschua Sasek, confirmed long-
standing accusations of corporal punishment, right-wing extremist views, and the controlling nature of
their father (Falk 2022). Sasek himself later addressed the situation in internal communications, attributing
his sons’ departure to spiritual warfare by Satan (Sasek 2022a). In 2024, another story gained renewed
attention after a high-ranking Kla.tv staff member departed and provided insights into the platform’s
production processes, pointing out that journalistic standards were not followed and that the focus was
solely on providing information that contradicted the broader media landscape (Galgani 2024).

Avertive Apocalypticism

In the early days of the Organic Christ Generation, Sasek presented an apocalyptic eschatology. The focus
was on leading a good Christian life, evangelising, and being ready for the imminent end. He, like many
others, read the signs of the time and saw them as proof of the nearing end. The increasing acceptance of
homosexuality in Swiss society was one of these cases. For Sasek, such change showed that Satan was on
the up and the Organic Christ Generation had to abstain from this world (see, for example, Sasek 2002).

In a book published in 2007, Sasek laid the grounds for a shift in this theology. In the book, titled
Charagma, which is the Greek word for the mark of the beast as used in the book of Revelation (13:16-18),
Sasek commented on the aforementioned introduction of the biometric passport. His wording was quite
clear: the introduction of these passports and microchips was the mark of the beast. It indicated, Sasek
argued, that bad things were about to happen (Sasek 2017 [2007]). According to Sasek, the passport was
the first step of putting pressure on Christians to accept the mark of the beast. What would follow was the
“VeryChip” (officially spelt VeriChip), a concept discussed in the tech community at the time that sought to
implant RFID chips into humans. The fear was that the VeryChip would eventually be forced onto everyone.
Sasek claimed that scientists had identified two possible locations to insert the chip: the forehead and the
right hand, just as the book of Revelation said. He regarded a genocide of Christians as inevitable, because
in his view they could not possibly accept the “Charagma.” Or in Sasek’s own words:

Brothers and sisters, in other words: the time has come. Whatever came before, that was not; but
what is coming now, that is it. And even if this ‘VeryChip’ can be thinned in the course of the
technical development so that it can be etched onto the skin, it will still have the meaning of
‘charagma,’ it will still completely fulfil the meaning of ‘charagma.’ (Sasek 2017 [2007], 19, my own
translation)
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For Sasek, the beast is modern science. Through science, Sasek claims the number 666, referenced in
Revelation 13:18, reaches its actual meaning. The passage reads as follows: “Let the one who has
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his humber is 666"
(ESV). Referring to the Greek, Sasek argues that the mention of “a man” in verse 18 is not specific but is
being used in a general sense:

Six is the number of man, so three times 6 ultimately means nothing other than that this beast, for
all its force and power, is nevertheless a purely human product or system. (Sasek 2017 [2007], 29,
my own translation)

The beast is a human system, just like science, that rises and seeks to kill all those true Christians who
refuse to take the mark.

But in Sasek’s theology, the mark of the beast is more than a literal mark to be forced upon everyone; it is
also something symbolic. He argues that the mark of the beast can be forced upon Christians even before
it is literally inserted into one’s body:

Therefore, the mark of the beast is not only the mark when it is definitively engraved on our body,
but in every respect it is already there where we are mentally, spiritually, psychologically aligned
with a non-Christian mindset. “Do not conform to this world!” has therefore always been the Lord’s
formula of resistance. (Sasek 2017 [2007], 42, my own translation)

This interpretation—the mark of the beast being something symbolic and mental—resonates with Sasek’s
earlier theology of abstaining from the world altogether. Nevertheless, the 2007 book ushers in a new
approach within the Organic Christ Generation.

Sasek calls his followers out to take a stand against the RFID chips, as it might soon be too late. He brings
the example of homosexuality that, in his view, has become socially acceptable. Everyone, he claims, is
expected to accept and even like homosexuality now. He argues that criticising homosexuality became
illegal, all because no one reacted strongly enough when there was still time:

Because there is an increasing push for the alignment of thought (mark on the forehead) and also of
action (mark on the right hand) via state power and legislation, it is the last moment when we can
defy genocide as free people. (Sasek 2017 [2007], 46, my own translation).

This book marks a shift from abstaining to focusing on this-worldly issues. Sasek began teaching that the
content of Revelation is not inevitable prophecy but a threat that can be stopped by working against it. A
clear example of this is a speech held in 2020, where Sasek argued that the then widely discussed
Covid-19 vaccine is the mark of the beast and the beast is a world dictatorship made up of a cabal of state,
science, and industry, led by satanists and freemasons.
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For 2,000 years it [the vaccine] has been standing literally in the original text. Only those who
accept their identification marks to be engraved in their hands would still be able to buy and sell. All
the insubordinate ones, on the other hand - and here it comes, are going to be sanctioned,
excluded and finally have to suffer martyrdom.

All this was wrongly translated in the indicative. What does this mean? It means the grammatical
form of reality, the indicative form points to a form of the verb that indicates a fact. That is why this
prophecy until now, meant that there is no escape, because everything must inevitably come to
pass. So, a bloodbath must come, that is what it means.

However, that is exactly where the paralysing falsification lies. In truth, the Big-Pharma-Intention is
not written in the indicative, but in the subjunctive, that is, in the mere form of wish or possibility.
So the entire power does not lie with the mercilessly emerging world dictatorship, but solely with
the people, who in the same texts are conjured up to absolute resistance. (Sasek 2020a, translation
by Kla.tv).

What Sasek presented here can be understood as “avertive apocalypticism” (for this concept, see Wojcik
2011). Biblical prophecy is not inevitable but avoidable if the right call for action is heeded. It is in this
context that the Organic Christ Generation’s activism through the many aforementioned organisations
must be read and understood. Fighting against those in cohort with the devil is the approach to take to
avoid the end as threatened in the book of Revelation.

The eschatological vision becomes progressive millennialist instead of catastrophic (see also CDAMM
Millenarianism). Sasek asserts that the world does not have to end in a great apocalyptic event, but that
the new world is already visible. In 2020, Sasek stated:

Amidst difficult times, including the most challenging moments the world has ever seen or will see,
within this tragedy, the new emerges - the new world. And it is here, you know? We are not
proclaiming something that is yet to come. | say it is here. (Sasek 2020b, my own translation).

This new world consists of all those who demand the dissolution of unjust systems. The new world is
waiting to be recognised but is already present in this world, or as Sasek expresses: “that IS us, that is us,
it is here” (Sasek 2020b, my own translation). In order to recognise this new world, one must awaken.

The grim picture Sasek paints of the present is interpreted by him as an opportunity to see the new world.
He calls it an “Age of Awakening,” during which more and more people recognise the new world, thereby
encouraging others to follow and engage with divine power. Together, it is possible to “gain the upper
hand” and stop the bad events from the book of Revelation (Sasek 2020b, my own translation).

To create the world, the Organism has to work for it. The ultimate triumph over the Evil Conspirators is
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only possible with divine support. Sasek argues that one must learn to feel this power and be guided by it.
He rejects the idea, which he calls common among Christians, of waiting for external salvation. Instead, he
insists on active engagement. Just as Moses once raised his staff and, with the support of divine power,
parted the sea, so must every individual raise their staff and confront the enemies of the divine. Sasek
portrays himself as someone who has received and embraced this mandate:

He [God] said exactly this: “You stand up, you put an end to the media, you bring them to their
knees!” Wow, what a mandate. | said, ‘I will do it, Lord, I will do it!” And within a few years, the tide
turned so much that millions are shouting the same thing in unison: ‘Fake media!’ That is because
they attacked God in me! (Sasek 2022c, my own translation)

The contemporary Organic Christ Generation is made up of an interplay between theological concepts and
conspiracy narratives. While the fight against the “evil conspiracy” is possible only with divine support, the
atrocities brought about by the evil cabal prompt individuals to open themselves to God, create synergies,
and actively combat this evil system together. Only once the God-supported Organism has grown can the
new world emerge fully, which is why Sasek believes that disseminating acquired knowledge is vital. This
progressive millennial eschatology is reliant on the inner-worldly activism of followers, and seeks to
change the current world for the better.

Cult-watchers, Journalists and Hackers: The OCG and Its Enemies

The history of the Organic Christ Generation has been characterised by a prolonged and evolving dialectic
with its critics. Its origins lie in a theological schism: following his conversion, Sasek’s initial conflict with
his atheist family rapidly expanded into a formal rupture with the cessationist Newlife Movement, centring
on divergent interpretations of spiritual gifts, specifically Sasek’s embrace of charismatic-Pentecostal
views. Whilst these early disputes were primarily theological in nature—with the Organic Christ Generation
remaining critical of what it terms ‘Buchstaben-Glaubige’ (‘Letter Believers’), whom it accuses of a
literalism that obscures God’s ongoing work on earth (Sasek 2008 [2004])—the nature of the criticism
subsequently broadened.

The discourse entered a new phase in 1998 when Relinfo, an organisation funded by the Reformed Church
of Switzerland, published a critical analysis of Sasek’s community. This was then followed by a public
scandal concerning the group’s use of corporal punishment against children. Although Relinfo could be
construed as a religious competitor, subsequent journalistic investigations introduced a more secular
dimension to the critique of Sasek’s project.

This critical attention expanded to include cult-monitoring organisations such as Relinfo, the German
Evangelische Zentralstelle flir Weltanschauungsfragen (EZW), and the Austrian Bundesstelle fir
Sektenfragen, as well as government officials like Michael Blume, the Commissioner of the Baden-
Wiirttemberg State Government against Anti-Semitism. These entities have repeatedly analysed the
Organic Christ Generation, warning of its cult-like organisational structure and, increasingly, the
proliferation of misinformation identified within Sasek’s publications (see, for example, Schmid 1998;
Lamprecht 2023; Bundesstelle fur Sektenfragen 2019; Blume 2023).
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Parallel to this, journalistic scrutiny of initiatives of the Organic Christ Generation has emerged periodically.
Events such as the controversial 2006 film Helden sterben anders (Riutti-Saner 2007; Walther 2007; Zinsli
2007), the 2008 foundation of the Anti-Genocide Party (Stamm 2009), and the appearance of particularly
contentious guest speakers at its Anti-Zensur-Koalition conferences have drawn significant public attention
over the years. The Organic Christ Generation and Sasek are acutely aware of these adversaries, explicitly
naming critics such as Tagesanzeiger journalist Hugo Stamm and Relinfo’s director, Georg Otto Schmid
(Kla.tv 2020).

With the rise of the Organic Christ Generation’s alternative media platforms, a new category of critics
emerged. In 2020, the hacker collective Anonymous Germany targeted the Organic Christ Generation and
its online infrastructure in Operation Tinfoil, an explicit campaign to dismantle websites it identified as
central to spreading Covid-19 misinformation. The collective not only successfully disabled numerous
Organic Christ Generation websites for several days but also exfiltrated internal documents. These files,
later published by journalists, included a so-called “enemies list,” which named journalists, cult watchers,
politicians, and even members of the Swiss Federal Council (Anonymous 2020; Latzer 2020; Wietlisbach
2020).

Consequently, a substantial body of literature has been produced within this controversy-laden context.
However, this corpus is deeply partisan and must be understood as part of the ongoing polemic between
the Organic Christ Generation and its critics. This persistent adversity has undoubtedly shaped the Organic
Christ Generation’s worldview and self-understanding, even as its underlying theology has been a primary
catalyst for the controversy itself.
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